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DAVID BATTY had experience as a librarian before he served as Head
of the Department of Information Retrieval Studies, College of Librarianship,
Wales, from its foundation in 1964 to September 1971. In 1971, he joined
the faculty of the Graduate School of Library Science, McGill University. His
programmed texts for the 16th through 18th editions of DDC are well known
to library school students. He has made numerous other contributions to the
literature of librarianship.
JOHN P. COMAROMI has served as a school librarian and as a
circulation librarian. He has been a cataloging instructor at the University of
Michigan and the University of Oregon, and currently teaches in that subject
area at Western Michigan University. His Ph.D. dissertation for the University
of Michigan was concerned with the history of DDC; Forest Press has
published that history. He serves as a member of the Decimal Classification
Editorial Policy Committee. In the summer of 1975 he traveled 10,000 miles
to visit libraries using the DDC as principal investigator of the survey of the
classification's use in the United States and Canada.
MARGARET E. COCKSHUTT has served in a variety of teaching and
administrative positions at the University of Toronto School of Library
Science since 1949. Currently she is an Associate Professor at the school and
Academic Secretary for the Graduate Department of Library Science. The
latter position entails responsibility for all the academic programs of all
students and for liaison with the School of Graduate Studies. She is the
author of a number of professional articles relating to cataloging, filing,
classification, and education for librarianship. Among her many professional
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activities should be mentioned her membership on the Decimal Classification
Editorial Policy Committee.
MARY ELLEN MICHAEL has served as a Research Associate, Library
Research Center, Graduate School of Library Science, University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign and as a librarian. She served as co-author of Planning and
Evaluating Library System Services in Illinois and her Continuing Professional
Education in Librarianship and Other Fields; A classified and annotated
bibliography, 1965-1974 was published in 1975.
JOEL C. DOWNING is currently Director, English Language and Copy-
right Services, Bibliographic Services Division, the British Library, arriving at
that position after work experience in London's public library system and
responsibilities with the British National Bibliography. He has been a member
of the Library Association's Cataloguing Rules Sub-committee since 1951. In
1965, he assisted David Batty and Peter Lewis in the founding and develop-
ment of the Cataloguing and Indexing Group of the Library Association. He
has served as chairperson of that group since 1971. From 1967 to 1970, he
was secretary of the IFLA Committee on Cataloguing, and is currently a
member of the Joint Steering Committee for the Revision of the Anglo-
American Cataloguing Rules. Since 1970, he has served as the British
representative on the Decimal Classification Editorial Policy Committee.
GORDON STEVENSON has been a faculty member of the School of
Library and Information Science, State University of New York at Albany,
since 1970. He holds a Ph.D. in Library Science from the Graduate Library
School, Indiana University, Bloomington. He has contributed articles to library
publications, including "The Historical Context: Traditional Classification
since 1950" in Drexel Library Quarterly, October 1974. An active member of
the American Library Association, he has served on the Catalog Code Revision
Committee.
PETER R. LEWIS has been a frequent visitor to the United States since
1968 when he first represented British interests in discussions with the
American Library Association and the Library of Congress concerning the
maintenance of the Anglo-American Cataloging Rules. From 1968 to 1971, he
was chairperson of the British Cataloguing Rules Committee. He was also
chairperson of the Library Association Committee which published Non-Book
Materials Cataloguing Rules (1972). He represents the British Library on the
Joint Steering Committee for Revision of AACR and serves as the chairperson
of the committee.
HANS WELLISCH has held various library positions in Sweden and
Israel, and since 1969 has been a faculty member of the College of Library
and Information Services, University of Maryland. In 1975, he received a
Ph.D. from the University of Maryland. He is the author of several books and
more than forty articles in library journals.
DEREK AUSTIN worked in public libraries for a number of years,
usually as a reference librarian or a subject specialist, learning, as he says, "the
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hard way how to use indexes and classifications, and generally being disillu-
sioned with existing schemes." From 1963 to 1967, he served as subject
editor at the British National Bibliography, "learning as a practitioner just
how difficult it is to make a good index or classification." Under the auspices
of the NATO Science Foundation and the Classification Research Group, he
worked on research into general principles for a new bibliographic classifica-
tion from 1967 to 1969. From 1969 to 1973 he served as Principal
Investigator for the PRECIS Project (UK MARC) trying to translate the
general principles into practice. Since 1974, he has served as Head, Subject
Systems Office, The British Library.
PAULE ROLLAND-THOMAS has been a cataloger in school and
university libraries as well as the Deputy Librarian, Reference Library,
National Film Board of Canada. Since 1961, she has been teaching in the
areas of technical services, cataloging and classification at the School of
Library Economy, University of Montreal. She is a doctoral candidate in
philosophy at the University of Montreal, where her dissertation topic is
"Cultural Classifications." The French edition for Canadian libraries of the
Anglo-American Cataloging Rules (1967) and the revised chapter 6 of the
code (1974) were prepared under her direction.
